Dr. Zhivago  (by Javier Amoedo 2ºNA)
The book I´m going to talk about is called “Dr. Zhivago” and it was written in the USSR just a few years after dictator Iosif Stalin´s death, when there was supposed to be more freedom for writers and intelectuals in the country of the soviets - it was the beginnig of the so-called “defroze” era. Anyway, the book was forbidden in the USSR until the collapse of the communist system, more than thirty years later, and Boris Pasternak, the author, was kindly “suggested” by the government to refuse the Nobel Prize that he had won in the late 50 ´s.

Basically, “Dr. Zhivago” is the story of the poet and doctor Yuri Zhivago, his family and the people who surrounded him during his life, but it is also the history of Russia since the 1905´s Revolution until the New Economic and Political Era, in the mid 20´s, passing through the hard times of the First World War, the Bolshevik Revolution and the Russian Civil war. Of course, it´s also the love story of Yuri and Lara, maybe the best known part of all thanks to the cinematographic adaptation of the novel, by David Lean, and the famous “Lara´s Theme”, composed by maurice Jarre for the film.

The problems with  censorship were caused because of the realistic descriptions of the hard conditions under which the USSR lived during the first years after the triumph of the Bolshevik revolution, the references to the first stalinist concentration camps, the massive crimes of both parts in the Civil War and Yuri´s thoughts about the revolution: he´s a poet, not a warrior, his social position before the revolution was high, and he feels that the moment he had to live was clearly not suitable for human beings .

It seems that all these things were too much to be published in a country that was yet trying to recover from the consequences of the Second World War, the death of the man who was the iron-handed leader for more than thirty years and was trying to get ready for the struggle against the USA,  the so called Cold War which, as we know, only  finished with the end of the USSR.

To sum up, “Dr. Zhivago”, considered to be a Twentieth Century masterpiece, is a highly recommendable novel for everyone who is interested in the History of the first years of the USSR, in a man´s odyssey in a world that was tearing apart or, of course, in one of the most beautiful love stories ever written.

