The Associate  (by Daniel Rodriguez 2ºNA)
The Associate is a novel by John Grissham, a very well-known american
writer specialized in legal thrillers. This best seller tells the story
of Kyle McAvoy, a bright law student at Yale who gets involved in
a conspiracy against the firm he will work for.

A few months before finishing his degree in law, Kyle is intercepted
by two covered FBI agents who ask Kyle to meet a man who has a
proposition to make. This strange man, called Bennie, blackmails
Kyle with a rape tape in which Kyle and other 4 people appear.
Though Kyle perfectly knows that he didn't rape the girl, the
publication of that video would mean the premature end of his
promising career as a lawyer. So Kyle starts playing the game
Bennie proposes, and infiltrates Scully & Pershing, where he
will work as a young associate for the firm. The purpose will
be to steal some technical documentation about one of the most important cases in the world, involving two technological companies with a contract with the Pentagon for the developing of a secret
aircraft.

As most of the current best seller writers, John Grisham
focuses mainly in the flow of the action, being the characters
mere tools as plain as a clean slate. While Kyle is the
bright, smart, handsome main character, Bennie is the evil,
well-prepared bad agent of the story, both with no room
to be anything else but the to extremes of good and evil.
Sadly, not everything in life is as black and white as
the characters in this novel.

Though John Grisham is a person who is aware of the
world of the law, and his novels are technically accurate,
his plain characters will make the reader not to care about
their destinies. Though it is true that as the novel is
approaching the ending the action is getting interesting,
the lack of empathy for the main character will make us
want a not-so-happy ending for him. In my opinion, this
kind of books are only interesting for the purpose of
learning a little bit about how  law firms work and how awesome
their resources are, always according to the writer.
