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Preparing for listening: Focus on distractors

1 Match each sentence beginning 1-5 with an appropriate ending a—e.

(1) My brother was so scared he couldn’t a we can expect a certain amount of rain

watch the film later on.
&L,_ 2 Although most critics agreedm b in this one he’s definitely the g_OOd guy-
the film was her best ever (©)whereas I didn't find it at all frightening.
A = 3 Although snow is now unlikely d I was rather disappointed by her

performance.

o 4 My daughter wanted me to help her
: e but I told her to ask her mother.

with her homework
J?,;—‘* 5 Whereas in most of his other films he
plays the ‘baddie’

2 Now decide on the correct alternative in each of the following interpretations of the
sentences in exercise 1. Give reasons for your answers.

The speaker in sentence...
/Q, _ 1 A was frightened by the film.
A~ 2 Aloved the film.
v — 3 A says it will probably rain.
-= 4 A helped his daughter.
- 5 A says the actor is the villain.

B was not frightened by the film. _

B was not enthusiastic about the film.
B says it will probably snow.

B didn’t help his daughter. .

B says the actor is the hero in the film.

The incorrect answers in exercise 2 are typical of the distractors you rm:ght ﬁnc'!. mla
Part 1 Listening task. The ideas in them are similar to the information 1n eXercise
but not the same. Note the use of contrast linkers, written in bold.

Multiple choice =B

You will hear people talking in eight different situations. For questions 1-8, choose
the best answer;, A, B or C.

Listening:

1 Listen to this woman talking about an 5 You overhear this man talking on the

In this Part 1
exercise you will - -
hear distractors of -
the type you met:+
in the Preparing:
for listening
section,

actor. What is her opinion of him?
A He is handsome.
B He is fashionable.

e is rude.

2 You overhear this conversation

between two friends. What type of film
are they going to see?

A an historical drama
a romance '

C a thriller

3 You hear a conversation in a video

hire shop. How long has the customer
had the video for?

A one day
B two days
hree days

4 You hear an actress talking about her
. performance in a play. How does she

feel?

@ﬁred

B disappointed
C excited

telephone. Who is he talking to?
A an old school friend
4 work colleague

C a relative

6 You hear a young woman talking to

her friend about a film. Why didn’t she
like it? :

t was too slow.

B There was too much violence.

C It was very predictable.

7 You hear a woman telephoning a

bookshop. What is she doing?
A making a complaint

@naking a suggestion

C apologizing

8 You hear this young man talking on

the phone. What does he have in
common with his girlfriend?
A They were born under the same

star sign.
‘They share the same taste in music.

C They have the same sense of

humour.
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Listening: Tapescript

Iollllsid to think he was so good looking — those sparkling
blue eyes and that sexy smile - although now of courrie
the wrinkles have taken over and he’s lost Ilt completely.
Call me old-fashioned, but I really don't t-hmk that
somebody of his age should be wearing tight trouslirst
and flowery shirts. Tt's obscene. And the way he talks to
the press! I mean, ‘politeness’ is just not a word he .
understands. I'm not surprised they get upset and give
him bad reviews. B J

SN i -

i ! ing to

| ;“:1’1: So, have you decided which film we're going

see, then? -

Woman: Well, I really wanted to .53'3 tl;z:tew Fion:

Miller film which everyone is raving a h _—

Man: Oh, please, no! I couldn’t stand another

drama. others.

Woman: No, this one's very di[‘ferel}l{tsfrsﬂ‘:lv}l;l:rdmides o
She plays the part of an out—of—w0rl wlzl e

turn to crime and begin a life as a JEf s 5o TomaEmidd
e S CHEP Oanotiler tear-jerker’,
it’s ‘get your handkerchief ready Ort e R
You know the plot already: boy meellstli atjkind of
another boy, first boy gets upset —a

nonsense.

. i ask you to
;::;aner' I'm afraid I'm going to have to ask y

pay an extra £3.

Customer: Why? il

Shopowner: Well, you're only SUPIIJIOSEi:i 4: gy

video out for two days: it says on the

oniy £ turday.

Customer: Right, and I took it out on SEt eiay
n

Shopowner: And today’s Tuesday, 0 thats

overdue. Hence the extra £3.

days, so that
Customer: But, you're not open on il:;l Onye s
day doesn'’t count. Saturday to Monday,
Monday to Tuesday, two days. I
! sir, bu
Shopowner: I'm very sorry,
work.

it i ave you read
D;)ained. darling, absolutely c_iram(;lcd;lf:ll:i:w ho);v
what the critics wrote about it? I. :ing’ gy
S st LAy it Yo ’disale?\?emever 1.'1ad to play, but 1
iti It

it'’s not the most exciting pa . Dol sy
gave it my all, absolutely everﬁhlz;%i;austed a1

. face will tell you just how utterly

could sleep for a week.

e im? ... An atlas!
What do you think we should geﬁ;slrir;tercsted o
g t very much ... T know ——
T:: t:aII;;Y bz he’s been with the comp;ﬂy f,\c.-);uld Y
ieafs o huh .. T really don't think' agozeafsor the Firm.
express our appreciation for all he}iah ... I dor't know,
He's been like a father to Zsha:};ln "c;f ws in his retirement,
; : 5

omething that will remin t a palm top
:omething he can use every day. How abouta p
or something?

Six
Man: What was it like?

; end
Woman: Oh, don't ask. I certainly wouldn't recomm

it to anyone.

it?
Man: Too violent for you, was

irst there was
Woman: Quite the opposite. I mean, at fir

ember — when T wasn’t
the script seemed to focus on an
analysis of the brotagonist’s inner self.

Man: A kind of ‘non-action film’, then.

Woman: Exactly,

Seven

Hello, yes, it’s about a book I bo

ught in your shop last
week. A Katharine Adams n

ovel. I just wanted to point

you ought to know so you can check the rest of your

stock, or talk to the publishers or something ... That's
OK ... Yes, bages 60'to 64 ...

Eight

good or bad. We certain]
things: the same jokes, th
-+« Sorry? ... Oh, next Frid

€ same comedy Programmes
ay. We're going to a jazz




